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evaporated by exposure to air in a tray of French chalk,                        | j
each balloon is  blown out by compressed air, a certain                        I*
number generally bursting under the test, and having to go,
therefore, into the waste rubber receptacle instead of into
the packing box. It was more especially with regard to this
and other branches of cut-sheet goods manufacture that
the regulations as to the use of carbon bisulphide were
introduced. Things are now carried on in a manner very
different from what was at one time the case, and there is
no reason to suppose that any permanent injury to health
will accrue to those who are engaged continuously in this
industry. At the same time, there is no doubt that the
manufacturers and workpeople alike would be only too
glad if the carbon bisulphide could be altogether banished
in favour of a less inflammable arid noxious substitute.
Unfortunately, however, after the trial of numerous substi-
tutes, manufacturers have been forced to go back again to
their original procedure, no other liquid yet proposed having
been found to possess the properties of carbon bisulphide
in instantaneously softening the surface of the rubber so
as to allow the chloride of sulphur to do its work. This in
a general way, the author being aware that for certain
purposes on a small scale the use of a hydrocarbon solvent
in cold curing has been found satisfactory.
Bightly or wrongly, in the case of several classes of goods
where the edges are joined together by pressure, this proce-
dure has been held to constitute a source of weakness, and
some manufacturers make a good deal of the fact that their
goods are made by a seamless process. In such cases
they have to be formed from a solution of rubber which is
allowed to dry, in the case of hollow articles, on a mould of